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victory. In many districts they crowded into the
electoral offices and started the confusion on which
were later based the opposition charges that the
whole election had been faked. Franco, still at
his post, though the loss of Robles' power to support
him had greatly diminished his Influence, inter-
preted the course of events as heralding a new
Communist revolution. There were many who felt
that some action on the part of the existing govern-
ment was necessary, but Franco was the first to
urge a decisive plan. He approached first General
Pozas, commander of the civil guard, then General
Molero, Robles' successor at the Ministry of War,
but neither would take Ms allegations and prophecies
seriously. At last he was obliged to resort directly
to the head of the government, Portela. Here
was a man more liable to influence, and fearful of
consequences for which he could be held responsible.
Franco's dramatic picture of a country racked
by revolution succeeded in winning him over for a
time, and Portela in his turn carried the cabinet,
who decided to proclaim a state of war* But they
reckoned without the influence of Alcala Zarnora,
President of the Republic, Zamora insisted that
there was no danger, and that once the election was
over the country would calm down and resume its
normal life. Portela's quandary was aggravated by
a report, which informed him that Franco and
General Goded were actually plotting a military
revolt. In the light of subsequent events the story